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The unfortunate treaty reduced the sultanates to vassalage and thus they conceded everything
that the imperial government had dictated. They had to inscribe the name of the Emperor,
Shah Jahan, on their coins and accept the Mughal Hajib, a resident officer who interfered with
even day-to-day administration and tried to encourage fissiparous tendencies.
The traitors of Golconda found their supporter in the imperial government which did not
shirk even to invade Golconda to support its favourities. Prince Aurangazeb, who administered
the Mughal territories of the Deccan as a governor, beseiged Golconda in 1656. King Abdullah
could not resist for long. He had to accept the disgraceful terms which the invaders dictated.
He paid heavy indemnity and gave the hand of his daughter in marriage to Aurangazeb's
eldest son.
Abdullah died in 1672 and was succeeded by his third son-in-law, Abdul Hassan Qutb
Shah, against the superior claims of his elder co-son-in-law, Syed Ahmed. A sudden coup
d'etat by one, Syed Muzaffar and his followers in support of Abdul Hassan brought the latter to
the throne. Abdul Hassan is popularly known as Tana Shah in the Deccan. He had a steady
mind, a broader vision and administrative experience of high order. He handled the domestic
as well as foreign affairs so skilfully that the Imperial Government was extremely surprised. He
not only guided the destinies of his subjects conscientiously but also took a comprehensive
view of the Deccan at large and put forth effective schemes to contain the Mughal tide.
But the poor king and his kingdom were overtaken by the aggressive designs of the Mughal
emperor. Abdul Hassan, for no fault of his, was described by the Mughal emperor, Aurangazeb
and his band of historians as a vagabond and worthless creature. The misrepresentation was
fabricated to justify the aggressive designs which the emperor had already contemplated in
order to liquidate the Deccan sultanates or force them to accede to the Mughal empire. The
emperor came to the Deccan in 1682 and launched his campaigns against both the Marathas
and the Deccan sultanates. His original plan was to put down the Maratha power, but later
on, he suspended the plan and directed his forces against Bijapur and Golconda In 1685.
Bijapur fell in after only two months' siege. But Golconda held out for a longer time. The
Golconda siege, which was conducted by the emperor, continued for eight long months as
the fort was well defended, it exhausted the imperial patience to such an extent that the
emperor had once decided to lift the siege. But it came to an abrupt conclusion owing to the
treachery of an Afghan general, Abdullah Khan, who opened the gate In the dead of night and
thus facilitated the capture of the fort. The equanimity with which Tana Shah had faced the
Mughal captors and the unequalled loyalty of Abdul Razak Uri, who remained faithful to his
king, Tana Shah, are of special significance. The fall of Golconda in 1687, however, brought
the history of the kingdom to an abrupt end, followed by far-reaching consequences, It halted
the pace of cultural progress for years and relaxed the administrative grip on the English
Company at Masulipatam and Madras, with the result that the company became the master
of the subcontinent in due course. So long as the kingdom was powerful in the south, king
Abdul Hassan and his minister, Madanna, kept their constant vigil on the English merchants.